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Name: CS620 Syllabus 
 
Subject:  
 
Category:  
 
Abstract:  
 
Keywords: Asbury Theological Seminary 
January 13-17, 2003 
CS620: Hispanic Theology and Social Ethics 
3 hrs. Credit                                                                        Monday - Friday 9:00 
am -5:00 pm 
 
Hugo Magallanes, Ph.D                                                                  Office Phone (FL): 
482-7655  
Assistant Professor Church in Society        E-mail:  
hugo_magallanes@asburyseminary.edu 
      Office Hours: Before and after class & by 
appointment 
 
 
Purpose: 
To provide an introduction to the history, culture, economics, and politics of the 
Hispanic/Latino(a) presence in the U.S. To study and analyze the main 
Hispanic/Latino(a), key themes, and methods of this recent theological articulation that 
emerges from the religious life, shared experiences, and struggles of Latinos and Latinas 
in the U.S. To assist students in developing practical applications and tentative responses 
in welcoming and reaching out to Hispanics in the U.S. in their places of ministry. 
 
Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to: 
present an sociological overview of Hispanics in the U.S. 
 articulate key themes and methodology used in Hispanic theology. 
 identify and explain leading Hispanic/Latino theologians and their writings. 
 apply and include elements of Hispanic theology in particular ministry settings. 
  assist in developing relevant programs of inclusion for Hispanics in the 
U.S. 
 
 
Required Texts: 
 
BaZuelas, Arturo J., ed.  Mestizo Christianity: Theology from the Latino Perspective.  
 Maryknoll: Orbis, 1995. 
 
De La Torre, Miguel A. and Edwin David Aponte, eds. Introducing Latino/a Theologies. 
Maryknoll: Orbis, 2001. 
  
García, Ismael.  Dignidad: Ethics Through Hispanic Eyes.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1997. 
  
González, Justo L.  MaZana: Christian Theology from a Hispanic Perspective. 
Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. 
 
González, Justo L.  Santa Biblia: The Bible Through Hispanic Eyes.  Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1996. 
 
Isasi-Díaz, Ada María and Fernando F. Segovia, eds.  Hispanic/Latino Theology: 
Challenge and Promise.  Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1996. 
 
 
Recommended Texts: 
 
Abalos, David T. Latinos in the United States: The Sacred and the Political. Notre 
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1986. 
 
Aquino, María Pilar. Our Cry for Life: A Feminist Theology from Latin America. 
Maryknoll: Orbis, 1993. 
 
Costas, Orlando E. Christ Outside the Gate: Mission Beyond Christendom. Maryknoll: 
Orbis, 1982. 
 
Deck, Allan Figueroa. Frontiers of Hispanic Theology in the United States. MaryknollY 
Orbis, 1992. 
 
Elizondo, Virgilio P. The Future is Mestizo: Life Where Cultures Meet. Oak Park, IL.: 
Meyer-Stone Books, 1988. 
 
Fernandez, Eduardo. La Cosecha: Harvesting Contemporary United States Theology, 
1968-1998. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2000. 
 
Maldonado, David, ed. Protestantes/Protestants: Hispanic Christianity within Mainline 
Traditions. Nashville: Abingdon, 1999. 
 
Novas, Himilce.  Everything You Need to Know about Latino History.  New York: Plume 
Books, 1994. 
 
Recinos, Harold J. Hear the Cry! A Latino Pastor Challenges the Church. Lousville: 
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1989. 
 
Recinos, Harold J. Jesus Weeps: Global Encounters on Our Doorsteps. Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1992. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evaluation: 
 
 25% History and Culture Paper: 5-6 pages limit (without counting page(s) for 
endnotes). 
 25% Research Paper: 6-7 pages limit (without counting page(s) for endnotes). 
 50% Final Examination (Take Home Exam) 
 Debit: For inadequate participation and/or late participation.. 
 
Grade Range: Work for this class will be evaluated according to ATS standards (see 
catalog). 
A  = 4.00  Exceptional Work: outstanding or surpassing achievement of course.        
A- = 3.70                                                                                              
B+= 3.30    
B  = 3.00 Good : substantial achievement of course objectives. 
B- = 2.70    
C+= 2.30      
C  = 2.00 Acceptable work: essential achievement of course objectives. 
C- = 1.70 
D+= 1.30 
D = 1.00 Marginal work: minimal or inadequate achievement of course objectives. 
D-= 0.70  
F = 0.00 Unacceptable work: failure of course objective 
 
Requirements: 
 
History and Culture Paper: In this paper the student is asked to present a general 
description of the history and culture of a particular Hispanic group in the U.S.  This 
description should consider immigration patterns, relationship between country of origin 
and its relationship to the U.S., presence and influence in U.S. economy and politics, 
social dynamics between the group selected and other Hispanic groups, and participation 
and presence in religious institutions.  
Due January 17, 2003. 
 
Research Paper: Based on the required readings the student will chose a particular 
theme or theologian to present a constructive approach to Christian ministry in 
developing a Hispanic ministry in his/her setting. The student will integrate key themes in 
Hispanic theology and the social context of particular Hispanic group to propose a 
“welcoming” ministry for Hispanics in his/her area of ministry. Due January 24, 2003 
 
Final Examination: The Final Exam will be a 48 hr. take-home exam. On the date of the 
final exam, each student will receive 7 questions and will be required to answer 5 of 
them. In each answer the student is expected to write a “short essay” response in which 
he/she will integrate and articulate the material discussed in class as well as other relevant 
sources. Each “short essay” should be between 3 to 5 pages (without including endnotes). 
Exam will be distributed via e-mail Monday, Jan. 27 at 9:00 a.m. and should be 
returned on Wednesday, Jan. 29 before 11:00 a.m. 
Participation: Students are required to complete all assigned readings. Reading records 
will be collected on the last day of the class. Failure to complete readings on time may 
result in lowering of the final grade, as will poor attendance for class. Attendance will be 
taken. The deduction for low participation and/or late or incomplete reading of assigned 
material will be up to 10% against the final grade (full letter grade reduction).  
 
Written Work: ALL written work must be typed with 12 point type, one inch margins 
on all four sides, and true double spacing. Please follow page limit requirements. There 
will be a penalty for late papers commensurate with degree of lateness and the adequacy 
of the excuse. Papers are due in class on assigned date. ALL written work MUST use 
inclusive language when reference is made to human beings (female and male). This 
provides for both greater inclusion and greater precision. For more information on this 
topic see “Suggestions for Using Inclusive Language” available at the Dean’s office. For 
style and form of BOTH written papers AND final exam use and follow: 
 
*Ballou, Stephen Vaughan, William Giles Campbell, and Carol Slade.  Form and Style: 
Research Papers, Reports, Theses.  10th ed. [or newer] Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 1994. 
           (Use Chicago Style, if this source is selected)  
 
 
 
Session 1 (1/13) Introductions, Expectations, Requirements, and other Details. 
 
Hispanics in the USA, Who are they? 
Required Readings: 
 De La Torre and Aponte, Introducing Latino/a Theologies.  Entire text. 
 
Session 2 (1/14) Hispanics and Foundations for Christian Theology and Ethics. 
Required Readings: 
 González,  MaZana . . .   Entire text. 
 
A Hispanic Interpretation of The Scriptures. 
Required Reading:  
Gonález, Santa Biblia: The Bible Through Hispanic Eyes.  The entire text.  
 
Session 3 (1/15) Christian Social Ethics from a Hispanic Perspective . 
Required Readings: 
García, Dignidad: . . .  Entire text. 
 
Session 4 (1/16) Efforts to Develop Hispanic Social Ethics and Theology. 
Required Readings: 
 BaZuelas, Mestizo Christianity.  Entire text..  
Session 5 (1/17) Points of Connection and Departure: Hispanic Theology and Ethics. 
Required Readings: 
 Isasi-Díaz and Segovia, Hispanic/Latino Theology. Entire text. 
